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Parking
sends out
survey
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

Kappa Alpha Order performs a “M*A*S*H”-themed routine during Spring Sing on April 18 at Diddle Arena. Spring Sing kicked off Greek Week, a
week of events for fraternities and sororities.

Off and dancing
Greek Week starts with song and dance
By HANNA DEMIRJIAN | diversions@chherald.com
There was a hoedown in Diddle Arena Sunday evening. There was clogging, breakdancing and stomping, too.
Fraternity and sorority members combined
the energetic dances to kickoff Greek Week at
the annual Spring Sing.
“Nick at Nite” was the theme of this year’s
performance. Each fraternity and sorority presented an act based on a show from old sitcoms
on TV.
The members of Delta Tau Delta fraternity,
who danced to the theme “The Fresh Prince of
Bel-Air,” agreed it was a fun event.
Lexington sophomore Tyler Goble, a member of the fraternity, said Spring Sing gave
Greeks a chance to show that they are more
than a stereotype.
“It’s a way for fraternities and sororities
to show their creative side,” he said. “I know
we’re looked on as partiers, but we can have a
softer side.”
The performance drew an immense crowd
of Greek members and friends and families of
performers. The proceeds of the event benefit
the Greek Leadership Programs Endowment.
SEE GREEK, PAGE 6A

At Western, some people complain
about parking on campus. Now, they
have a chance to do something about
it.
Last week, Parking and Transportation sent out an e-mail to faculty, staff
and students asking them to answer a
brief, nine-question survey about their
parking preferences.
In the survey, there are three different possible parking plans described.
The first is the current system, called
a hunting license, which allows customers to park in a variety of lots, but
there’s no guarantee of a parking spot.
The second option is completely
designated parking, which would guarantee the permit holder a parking spot
in select lots but would make permits
more expensive and limit where customers can park.
SEE PARKING, PAGE 8A

Officials
plan without
state budget
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

State legislators ended their regular session last week without passing a
budget, but Western and state education
officials are moving forward anyway.
President Gary Ransdell said he
wasn’t surprised that
a budget didn’t pass,
given the difficulty the
General Assembly had
reaching a compromise.
“All signs pointed to State
that,” he said.
But higher educa- budget
tion wasn’t one of the
issues that kept legislators from passing a budget, because both the House
and Senate proposals had similar cuts,
Ransdell said.
“The only thing we can do now is
build a budget based on an assumption,” he said.

$

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Members of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority wait backstage before their performance of a
“Green Acres”-themed routine at Spring Sing on April 18 at Diddle Arena.

Go to wkuherald.com throughout the week for
more Greek Week stories, photos and videos

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 7A

Students participate
in Volunteer Week
By EMILY WADLEY
news@chherald.com

Local officials are trying to bring national volunteer events closer to home this
week.
April 18 to 24 is National Volunteer
Week, and the ALIVE Center for Community Partnerships is sponsoring WKU
CAN-U, offering ways for Western students to volunteer on campus and in the
community.
ALIVE Center Director Leah Ashwill
said the idea behind the name was “Can
you, as a Western student, get involved
and make a difference?”
The week’s events can be found on the

TUE. 68˚/ 42˚

ALIVE Center’s Web site.
Events include volunteering in the
food pantry at Potter Children’s Home, a
notebook drive for Earth Day and tutoring
and helping with after-school activities at
the Boys & Girls Club, according to the
Web site.
Students can swipe their Western IDs
at the week’s events. The students who
participate the most will receive gift certificates and prizes from several local
ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD
businesses, according to the Web site.
Kristin Guthrie, a senior from Mt. Ver- From left, Western alumna Holly Conley, Mount Vernon, Ind., senior Kristin Guthrie, who
non, Ind., is an intern at the ALIVE Center interns at the ALIVE Center, and Alisha Smith, a Housing and Residence Life employee, call
students to their volunteer booths outside of the ﬁne arts center Monday to help recruit for
and organized many of the events.
SEE VOLUNTEER, PAGE 3A

WED. 73˚/ 49˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

THUR. 77˚/ 53˚

National Volunteer Week. Students had the option of talking to the ALIVE Center, Habitat for
Humanity and Big Brothers Big Sisters.

FRI. 84˚/ 61˚

SAT. 76˚/ 59˚

SUN. 72˚/ 50˚
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Fill in the grid
so that every
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every 3x3 box
contains the
digits 1-9 with
no repeats.
Solutions, tips
and computer
program at
www.sudoku.
com.

Western Place
For Instant Leasing Information
Text Message “Western”
to 47464
Standard Rates Apply

a
thousand
words
By BETHANY MOLLENKOF

720 Patton Way

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 781-5600

A group of students swayed and
clapped in time to the music, their
reflections waving back to them
from the big glass mirrors that lined
the room.
In front of the dance studio, Liza
Tichenor demonstrated the newest
moves that the BG Rockerz — a
dance group for people with Down
syndrome — had to learn.
“It makes me happy, and that’s
the biggest part. I can’t even say it
is a selfless act — it truly makes me
happy,” Tichenor said. Tichenor is
the dance instructor for the group.
Members of the group range
from age nine to 49 and are ambassadors for the Down Syndrome
Support Group of South Central

CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Alicia Butler, Zacharias Hall, reported
on April 18 that her roommate poured
numerous bottles of body spray down the
sink. The value of the property was $95.
■ Craig Lonas, McCormack Hall, reported
on April 18 that an unknown person had
broken out four lights in a stairwell in
Parking Structure 1. The value of the damage was $100.
■ Rebecca Clark, Rodes-Harlin Hall,
reported on April 16 that her pink Blackberry Curve cell phone was stolen from
the front step of Rodes. The value of the
theft was $300.

Kentucky. The group performs at
different sporting events and concerts in the Warren County area.
“People overlook those with a
disability and don’t realize their
ability to do well and excel. It is just
in a different way,” Tichenor said.
“If I can take the time and work
with them… it blows my mind how
much it can mean to them and how
successful they can be.”
Tichenor’s younger sister Kate
is a member of the dance group.
Tichenor said her sister is her biggest inspiration, and she looks to her
as a role model.
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay
that tells untold stories on the edges of campus.

■ Jessica Padgett, Bemis Lawrence Hall,
reported on April 16 that she lost her cell
phone and had to report it lost for insurance purposes. The value of the property
was $200.

Arrests
■ Zachary Hunter Stahl was arrested on
April 17 and charged with driving under
the inﬂuence of alcohol after being
observed with no visible tail lights on.
He was released on April 17 on a $1,000
surety bond.
■ Justin Halcomb was arrested on April
16 and charged with disregarding a traffic
control device and driving under the inﬂuence on Nashville Road. He was released
on April 17 on a $858.85 cash bond.

HPV Fact #16:
It is estimated that each minute
in the US, there is a new case of
genital warts.
HPV Fact #8:
Guys can’t get screened for HPV.
So there’s no way to know if a guy
has the virus or is passing it on.
Why risk it
Visit your campus health center.
hpv.com
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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Board to vote on education center
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Western officials are hoping to team
up with a Kentucky education organization to improve statewide programs
from primary school to twelfth grade.
At Thursday’s Board of Regents
meeting, the Academic Affairs Committee will vote on the final approval
of a partnership between Western and
the Green River Regional Education
Cooperative (GRREC).
Sam Evans, dean of the College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences,
said that since regents approved the
creation of the Center for Excellence
in Teaching and Learning on April 2,
the final decision rests on Thursday’s
vote.
If approved, the center will be
housed on Western’s campus, Evans
said.
“What we’re trying to do is get a
tighter focus on our work as we work
to enhance student learning,” Evans
said.
For the past 40 years, Western has
worked alongside GRREC on many

educational programs, Evans said.
Johna Rodgers, grant writer for
GRREC, said the organization is a
non-profit education service agency
that works with 33 school districts
in Kentucky, 110,000 students, 240
schools and about 15,000 teachers and
other school faculty members.
GRREC provides training and professional development for teachers
and leaders, she said.
“Our goal is to help WKU reach
our customers,” Rodgers said. “Western needs a doorway to get to teachers
and schools, and we’re that doorway.”
Evans said the partnership will focus on finding ways to help students
be more prepared and successful when
they transition to college or the workforce by improving skills in mathematics, problem solving, critical thinking
and technology use.
He said they’re looking at ways to
pair the things both Western and GRREC have done successfully and combine them for better results.
“We’re going to have to change
how we do our work in the schools
and how we go about working with

students and preparing them for secondary education,” Evans said.
One of the projects that officials
from GRREC and Western are working on is choosing a school district and
analyzing and optimizing innovational
techniques being used in the classroom, Evans said.
Tony Norman, associate dean of the
College of Education and Behavioral
Sciences, said officials are already working on getting funding for the center.
He said he’s working alongside officials from GRREC to draft a proposal for a federal grant that could provide
up to $30 million for future programs.
Norman said GRREC’s work in the
professional development of teaching
programs will directly benefit Western’s ambitions to aid area schools.
Funding would be used primarily
for long-term projects, he said.
“What we’re trying to do is find
major successful themes that guided
us and extract those out to see how
these concepts at a larger scale would
work,” Norman said. “This process
is really forcing us to think about our
work in a very new level.”
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

One of the events Guthrie organized is CANstruct for a Cause, which takes place at 2 p.m.
Friday at Downing University Center.
She said Gamma Sigma Sigma sorority, Kappa
Alpha Psi fraternity, Alpha Epsilon Delta honor
society and the ALIVE Center will participate.
Ashwill said they’ll build structures out of
cans that are representative of their organizations.
Guthrie said the cans will be donated to HOTEL INC, an interdenominational Christian nonprofit organization.
Cadiz senior Kenzie Jones is a member of
Gamma Sigma Sigma, a community service organization.
The sorority will construct a bullfrog with
their cans, because it’s their symbol, Jones said.
She said she also plans on being on South
Lawn during the notebook drive for Earth Day.
The notebooks will be donated to the Housing Authority Learning Center, according to the
ALIVE Center’s Web site.
Guthrie said she helped organize and attended
the Community Organization Spotlight at Java
City on Monday.
Guthire said there was a good student turnout.
“We were calling people over to give free lemonade and then asking them to take a second and
talk about volunteer opportunities,” she said.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

A good spot to park

POLL
What should be the
name for the new
student tailgating
area?

New tailgating
policy is a good
compromise
THE ISSUE: Tailgating has been a hot issue
for Western’s fans and administration since
last football season. Officials announced a
new tailgating policy on Thursday.

TRAVIS
KERNS
Louisville
freshman

OUR VIEW: The Herald commends Western officials for listening to ideas from students and organizations. No tailgating policy will please everyone, but officials did a
good job compromising with what students
and administrators want.
When football season rolls around, excited fans look forward to tailgating before
the football games, sometimes just as much
as watching the game itself.
Tailgating gives students, fans, families
and faculty the chance to enjoy some pregame rituals, such as cooking hamburgers
and hot dogs on the grill, playing cornhole
and blaring their favorite music.
But after heavy rain before the Central
Arkansas game last season, Western had to
spend a lot of money cleaning up damage
caused by muddy tailgating.
Soon after, officials announced that tailgaters couldn’t park on the grass anymore.
After months of planning ways to improve campus tailgating regulations, Western officials agreed on a plan that seemingly
pleased the students as well.
The new tailgating plan includes two
paved parking lots and a picnic area for students to tailgate in near the intersection of
Kentucky and 14th streets.
In addition to the student area, more than
4,500 free paved parking spaces in Parking
Structure 1, and more than 25 smaller areas
on campus will be designated tailgating and
picnic areas.
There will also be two grassy areas
closer to the stadium that include 200 spots
and will require tailgaters to purchase $100
season-permits to park in these areas. These

"The Topper Tailgate."

TISIA VASSIE
Western
alumna

“Big Red’s Victory Row.”

CAMERON
FRANEY
Owensboro
freshman
areas will be open to students and the general public.
To come up with this plan, officials met
with several student groups and got their
opinions on the policy.
Students should be satisfied with the new
tailgating policy. It provides them with areas to tailgate in that won’t hurt the campus
grounds and are still within walking distance of the football stadium.
For people who don’t want to make the
less-than-half-mile journey to the stadium,
Western will provide shuttles to and from

the designated tailgating areas.
Fans want to have a good time on football gamedays. The new tailgating policy
shouldn’t take any of the fun out of their
experience.
All in all, the parties involved in making the decisions regarding the new policy
should be applauded. It’s not a perfect victory, but when it comes to football around
here, a win is a win.

"The Hilltopper Hot Spot."

LEAH TURNER
Hazard
sophomore

This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

"The Way Down Under Lot."

months we’ll brainstorm ways we can keep
improving it.
All in all though, Greek Week brings out
great passion and emotion from people. It’s
our goal that we capture that using social
media platforms and streamline it so that
others can see the community conversation.
Keep tweeting and talking, and enjoy the
week.
Andrew Robinson
Herald editor-in-chief

have an
opinion?

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
New ways to cover Greek Week
In some ways, we’re stepping out of our
comfort zone at the Herald this week in how
we cover the events of Greek Week.
Our goal is that you, the reader and community member, are as valuable to our newsroom as our own reporters and editors are.
That’s why we’ve been promoting the
use of the #wkugreeks hashtag on Twitter.
Keep using it and feel free to post photos,
videos, thoughts, etc. And if you have your

account set to private, make it public at least
for the week so we all can see what you and
your organization members are doing.
Next Monday, I hope to look back and
say thanks to your efforts and ours we created the best Greek Week coverage possible.
The idea of really creating an open conversation about the events may flop, too.
If it does work, then we’ll continue to explore how we can continue to improve our
community outreach and our crowdsourcing abilities, and throughout the summer

Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo). E-mail them
to opinion@chherald.com.

COMMENTARY

Advisers on campus help students realize aspirations
College is an opportunity to achieve
your dreams. Some students may dream
of walking across the floor of Diddle Arena to shake Dr. Gary Ransdell’s hand and
receive their degree. Others may dream
of the feeling they will get when they are
offered their first job after graduation.
Dreams are flourishing in the minds and
actions of every student at WKU.
Each semester, WKU students are
pointed in directions toward their dreams.
Academic advisors are part of that direction. The advice you receive on the Hill
provides you with the path to graduation.
Your advisors at WKU are resources to
make sure the path you are on is one that
will lead you toward your goals. More
than ever, students have the opportunity
to be informed on their academic journey.
Through advising tools such as iCAP, the
Undergraduate Catalog, and knowledgeable advisors, WKU students are given

guidance throughout their academic
career.
It is critical for
students to take the
responsibility of
advising seriously.
Prior to registering for classes, all
WKU
students
must meet with an KEVIN THOMAS
advisor (unless the Assistant director of
student has earned undergraduate advis90 hours and has ing practices in the
Academic Advising
filed an applicaand Retention Center
tion for graduation). Treat each
appointment with
your advisor like a job interview. When
attending advising appointments, come
prepared. Know the courses you want
to take for the following semester, bring

your iCAP, and any questions you want
answered. Your advisor will help you in
the effectiveness of each course toward
your degree completion. Not so long ago,
there were paper degree programs that
students had to fill out for their academic
time at WKU. Now students have an invaluable tool called iCAP that plots out
the academic journey of WKU students.
Prepare question in advance such as:
Are there internship opportunities available? Is study abroad an option for me?
Are there organizations within my major
I can become involved in? What careers
are WKU graduates pursuing once they
complete this degree?
The advising appointment is a time for
the advisor and advisee to talk about your
academic future. Ask the questions you
prepared in advance. Take time and review your degree requirements when you
have your advisor in front of you. Plot out

the classes you want to take the following
semester. It is important to take courses
that help you toward degree completion.
After the advising appointment, it is
critical that you follow-through on what
you and your advisor talked about. If you
discussed career preparation in your appointment, visit the experts in the Career
Services Center. If you talk about tutoring
for a course, visit The Learning Center
in the Academic Advising and Retention
Center. Advising is a key piece in your
academic path but it is your responsibility
to do what you say you are going to do.
Your goals can be met and it is our
hope that advising at WKU gets you one
step closer to helping you realize those
aspirations.
This commentary doesn't necessarily
represent the views of the Herald or the
university.
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250
words, and commentaries should
be about 500 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include

your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald does NOT print libelous
submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m. on
Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Western to celebrate
Earth Day to feature
Earth Day's 40th birthday trashy fashion show
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

This year, Earth Day is turning 40, and
Toppers are planning to celebrate the day
getting over the hill.
On Thursday, Western will host its
fourth annual Earth Day festival, with
more than 40 booths, exhibits and activities presented by community members
and Western students, faculty and staff.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian
Ryan-Downing said the festival celebrates
the anniversary and Western’s commitment to sustainability.
“We think it’s a great tradition that we
want to carry on,” Ryan-Downing said.
“We hope it’s big and wonderful every
year.”
Ryan-Downing encouraged students to
come out and to see what their peers are
doing, to learn about sustainability and
have fun.
There will also be giveaways, she
said.
Activities begin at 9 a.m. with 30-minute tours of the University Farm. Events
on the main campus take place from noon
to 4 p.m. in the Downing University Center courtyard.
Music and entertainment will go on
into the evening and will be provided by

Avoid inky
ﬁngers &
the long
lines at the
newstands
wkuherald.com

GreenToppers and the Student Government Association.
Activities include an herb garden planting workshop, solar-powered smoothie
making and a sustainable fashion show,
Ryan-Downing said.
Harrodsburg senior Gus Parks, the
student fashion show coordinator, hopes
people come to the show and see what design, merchandising and textile students
can produce.
“It’s a good way for people to see what
our major is capable of doing,” he said.
Some students involved in the fashion show will be on “WBKO at Midday” to show some garments and talk
about the fashion show and Earth Day,
Parks said.
Lori Kostiuk, communications and
advertising specialist for Parking and
Transportation Services, said Parking and
Transportation will be taking part in the
Earth Day celebration.
The theme for the department’s booth
is “PTS has a honey of a deal for you,”
and anyone who stops by can get a flavored honey stick or wildflower seeds,
Kostiuk said.
Parking and Transportation will also
ask students to take a survey about a carsharing program in which cars can be
rented by the hour on campus, she said.

®

BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU
ITEMS STARTING AT BA?L(

$5 Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
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Carryout • Delivery
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By ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com

While many toss aluminum cans and
plastic bags into the trash, a few others see
beauty in common disposable items and
craft them into wearable masterpieces.
“I’ve gotten a few hints on the materials, but I’m really excited to see how everything turns out,” Sustainability Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said.
Earth Day 2010 will feature “Sustain
Your Style: Green is the New Black,” a
fashion show with clothes made of recycled
materials. The show is part of a day of activities Thursday on the Downing University
Center courtyard.
Ryan-Downing, who’s involved in
the Earth Day events, said she got the
idea from a sustainability conference
in Portland, Ore. She presented the idea
to a design, merchandising and textiles
class and got a huge response.
“The students loved the idea, and it’s a
fun chance to show their creativity and promote awareness,” she said.
Students used materials ranging from
bottle caps to zippers. For some designers,
like Clarksville senior Azuree Purnell, the
process was trial and error.
“I’m using ribbon and newspaper on a
black dress,” Purnell said. “The concept just
came from trying different materials to see
what worked together.”
Purnell said she is looking forward to

I’m using ribbon and
newspaper on a black
dress. The concept just
came from trying different materials to see
what worked together."
—AZUREE PURNELL
Clarksville senior

seeing the other students’ garments.
Harrodsburg senior Gus Parks has seen
many of the clothes and said he’s proud of
the finished products.
Parks, the director of the show, said he
hopes the event will encourage people to
find more ways to recycle everyday items.
But for him, organizing the show has been
more than a sustainability project. He said
it’s also been a way to promote and strengthen the fashion design department.
“We’ve spent so much time together,”
he said. “It’s been a tool in us getting to
know each other outside of just our major,
and it’ll show people that recycling goes for
anything.”

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU

J>H

79¢ 89¢

TO SUPPORT

99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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GREEK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Gary Wiser, coordinator of student
activities, said he hopes the proceeds
will help the new fund.
“In a few years we hope to have
enough money to start bringing in Nashville speakers for our Greek life and
sending them to national conferences,”
Wiser said.
Once the members of the fraternities and sororities picked their show for
Spring Sing, the performers were able to
choose music and scenes that could relate
to recognizable characters and episodes.
For the past few weeks, they’ve
worked on the dances to make them perfect.
The leg kicks that the Rockettes made
famous was a favorite in this year’s
show for both men and women. Line
dances were common, as well as humorous props.
The arena roared in applause after
each performance. All of the groups had
a special dance move, cheer or recogniz-

APRIL 20, 2010

able feature that drew positive attention.
Greeks come together to support each
other and their chapters in this traditional event.
Charley Pride, director of student activities and organizations, said he recognizes that the events are growing.
“Greek Week has been going on for
45 years, and Spring Sing is about 43
years old,” Pride said. “Spring Sing used
to be more Broadway, but now it focuses
on pop culture.”
Spring Sing is one of the most popular events in which fraternities and sororities compete to earn the most campus
points.
Pride said the winners will be announced next Sunday at the convocation.
“The big points come from TUG, the
Blood Drive and Spring Sing,” Pride
said.
Goble said he was proud of the perBEN SEVERANCE/HERALD
formances and looks forward to next
Sigma Kappa sorority members pray before going out on stage to perform the last show of the
year.
night at Spring Sing on April 18 in Diddle Arena.
Wiser agreed.
“I’m proud of all the hard work (the
fraternities and sororities) put into it,” he
said.

Campus Special

g
Topping Pizza
$7.99

WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS!

Dorm & Academic Buildings ONLY!
Expiration May 16th

1 Small 2 Topping Pizza
with 2 20oz Drinks
$9.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

Extra Large 3 Topping Pizza
$11.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

1 Medium 1 Topping
with breadsticks or cheesesticks

$11.99
Expiration May 16th

CHH

www.dciplasma.com

)&
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BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Both chambers recommended
a 1.5 percent cut for fiscal year
2011, which amounts to $1.1 million for Western, said Ann Mead,
vice president for Finance and Administration, in an e-mail.
Mead said she’ll begin building
a budget using the anticipated reduction.
She thinks Gov. Steve Beshear
will call a special session, and
legislators will work out a compromise with sufficient time for a
budget by the time the fiscal year
starts on July 1.
It isn’t unusual to be without
a budget by the end of the legislative session, but the longer the
state goes without one, the more
concerned people become, said
John Hayek, vice president for Finance, Planning and Performance

for the Council on Postsecondary
Education.
“From a planning perspective,
it’s nice to have it done sooner
rather than later,” he said.
Around this time, the CPE sets
caps on tuition rates for the upcoming year, Hayek said.
Tuition caps were scheduled to
be set this Friday, but it may not
happen then. Hayek said he doesn’t
know whether officials will feel
like they can effectively make that
decision without a budget.
If a budget isn’t in place by July
1, officials will run into “uncharted territory,” Hayek said.
If there wasn’t a budget by
then, the governor used to be able
to spend money as he saw fit, he
said
But a few years ago, the Kentucky Supreme Court ruled that
money can only be given to essential state services if there’s no
budget in place, and it’s unclear

We’re going to stay
out of the mix and
lay low."
—GARY RANSDELL
President

whether higher education would
be included, Hayek said.
“This would be the first year to
test the governor’s authority when
there’s no budget,” he said.
Ransdell said he doesn’t plan
to keep meeting with legislators
to advocate for higher education,
because no new money for capital
projects is going to be available at
this point.
“We’re going to stay out of the
mix and lay low,” he said.

Jam session

TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

Johnny Thompson performs at The Great Escape on Saturday as part of National Record
Store Day. The annual event started in 2007 as a way to recognize independent record stores.
Each record store offers exclusive deals on CDs and vinyl.

wkuherald.com
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The Taste of Europe, LLC.
Fresh Greek Food Made to Order

Gyros
Sandwiches
Greek Specialties
Students
10% Off
(270) 846-1195
1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY
42101

Come and Enjoy
the Glorious Taste
of Greece!
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PARKING

116 pages of comments, a lot
of which offer valid suggestions.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Although some students
The final option is a hy- have ideas for Parking and
brid of the hunting license Transportation, not all of
and designated parking systhem are going to
tems. The lots in the
take the survey.
center of campus would
Jamestown
be designated parkjunior
Matthew
ing lots while the lots
Mann said even
of the edge of campus
though he thinks
would remain as they
parking on campus
are now.
“sucks,” he didn’t
Jennifer Tougas, ditake the survey.
rector of Parking SerGreensburg
vices, said the survey TOUGAS
freshman
Jefis intended to gather
frey Campbell said
feedback on which direc- he plans to take the survey,
tion to take parking in the because he thinks that there
future.
needs to be more parkTransportation
Analyst ing spots, especially by the
Dennis Cain said the survey dorms.
has been taken by more than
Tougas said if any chang2,400 people so far.
es are made, they would not
Cain said Parking and be implemented until the fall
Transportation has received semester of 2011.
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FIRST
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“We started off camp kind of slow, which is normal with an offense that’s learning a new system,”
he said. “But for us to end up this way gives us that
much more of a high hope for the fall.”
Pelesasa said coming off an 0-12 season, there
wasn’t much pride among the team. But he added
that a successful camp has left both the offense and
defense believing they can still compete.
Taggart harped on fundamentals throughout
spring practice, but he said that’s exactly what the
defense needs to continue working on — primarily
tackling and keeping their eyes in the right place.
“Our guys are so undisciplined with that you can
easily pull a fake on them. It can’t be that way,” Taggart said. “Defensively, I want our guys to understand
that we don’t want people to score. We’ve got to get
guys to step up and take ownership in the defense. We
still don’t have that guy, but we’re going to get it.”
Taggart also stressed competition throughout
spring. Perhaps the best example of someone who
personified that was redshirt freshman wide receiver
Willie McNeal.
After a solid spring for McNeal, he ran for 83
yards and a touchdown and caught a 30-yard pass

Our guys are so undisciplined with that you can
easily pull a fake on them.
It can’t be that way."
—WILLIE TAGGART
Head coach

in the Spring Game en route to being named the
game’s Most Valuable Player.
“I just tried to be coachable throughout the spring,”
McNeal said. “The coaches have a lot of experience,
so being coachable and working hard got me there.”
The quarterback battle was also a key race heading in to spring. After a solid spring by Pelesasa,
Taggart said he’ll head in to the summer as the No.
1 quarterback.
However, he said he’ll still have to compete again
once training camp arrives.
The Toppers now turn their focus to the fall and
their first game, which will be Sept. 4 at Nebraska.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653
For Rent
1 br garage apartment stove,
refrigerator, 2 window air
conditioners 1905 B Smallhouse
Rd. $300/month $300 damage
deposit. no smoking 1 year lease
negotiable 467-4106

Alex Marks:Classiﬁeds Manager

Programmer
Analyst

Close to WKU 2 bedroom
$450 per month plus deposit
and utilities phone 796-7949

Help Wanted
Help Wanted Flexible Hours
some weekends required
part-time or full-time. Good
communication and typing skills
a must. Apply in person M-F
8- 2:30 at 1101 Chestnut St.
781-2100

Roommate
Roommate wanted 2 miles from
WKU $309.50/mo.
(270) 860-3074 cell after 3 pm.

Come
Make A
Difference
With Us

Orthopedics Plus Physical
Therapy has both part-time
and full-time openings for
the position of physical
therapy technician for
the summer and/or the
fall semesters. This is an
excellent opportunity for
those students interested in
pursuing physical therapy
as a career path.
Please Contact Jase Pinerola at (270) 779-4945 for
more information.

Note to Readers: The College
Heights Herald screens ads
for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad
or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or
provide credit card information
The College Heights Herald is
not responsible for the content
or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Commonwealth Health
Corporation
Human Resources
604 Fairview Court
Bowling Green, KY 42101

Commonwealth Health Corporation
(CHC) and The Medical Center at
Bowling Green have an opportunity for
a highly skilled individual to serve as
Programmer Analyst.
Under general direction, the successful
incumbent has the following responsibilities: Provides technical support to
one or more specialized applications
systems. Provides technical consulting/leadership on projects that range
from straightforward to complex.
Formulates/defines project scope and
objectives. Responsible for the design,
coding, testing, debugging, development, maintenance, and documentation
of programs. Assists management in
planning, organizing and analyzing
pertinent requirements concerning
computer equipment, capacity, limitations, operating time, and forms of
desired results. Investigates user issues
and processes. Resolves issues and suggest/implements process changes and
improvements.
Minimum Qualifications:
BS degree in CS, CIS, or closely related
field required. Microsoft Certified
Application Developer (MCAD),
Microsoft Certified Solutions Developer
(MCSD) or Microsoft Certified Database
Administrator (MCDBA) certification
required (prefer MCDBA). Web development skills, specifically ASP.NET,
required.
— OR Associate Degree in CS, CIS,
or closely related field and two years
related work experience required.
— OR Two-year technical program
certification in the computer programming/applications arena and five years
related work experience. If no technical program certifications, seven years
related work experience.
All qualified candidates may apply
online at www.chc.net or contact
Sharon Posey at (270) 796-2544 or tollfree at 1-866-740-1550.
EOE

ru
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April 30
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SOFTBALL

Lady Tops lacking timely hits
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

When timing is off, so is a softball team.
At least that was the story of the Lady
Toppers’ hitting after being swept three
games by Louisiana-Monroe in Monroe,
La., last weekend.
Western (25-17, 5-9 Sun Belt Conference) fell 5-6 in game one on Saturday before dropping game two 2-1 and game three
6-1 on Sunday.
While the Lady Toppers had no trouble
hitting the ball, recording 13 hits in game
one and five hits in each of two games on
Sunday, Western struggled to get runners
across the plate.
Senior Lindsay Antone, who hit the Lady
Tops’ lone RBI in Sunday’s second game,
said Western needs more timely hits.
“We hit the ball a lot and hit it well,” Antone said. “We just weren’t getting the hits
when we needed them. We got base runners,
then we weren’t hitting people in.”
The bad timing all started when the Lady
Tops looked poised to win the first game of
the weekend.
With a tied score and the bases loaded
with just one out in the top of the seventh
inning, Western couldn’t find a way to score
and take the lead.
Then in the bottom of the inning, ULM
did what the Lady Tops didn’t, securing the
winning run off a single.
Heading into the weekend, senior Jamie
Hennis led the way for Western by finishing

SLUMP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“We did not have the same
intensity, and we all know
that,” Wells said. “Hopefully
we get it back this week. We
have to just forget about last
week and move on.”
Cameron said Head
Coach Chris Finwood was
disappointed with the weekend results and stressed that
his team shouldn’t be overconfident.
“He just said we didn’t
play to our ability and that
we shouldn’t take any team
lightly,” Cameron said.
The Toppers fell to third

midweek games against Murray State and
Kentucky with a .500 batting average. She
recorded four hits, one RBI and scored one
run during the week.
But when it came to a weekend against
the Warhawks, Hennis had no hits.
“Overall, we still played really well,”
Hennis said. “We had hits — just not at the
right time. We are going to have to execute
better and get runners into scoring position.”
Both Antone and Hennis described the
weekend as one with many missed opportunities.
“It was just a rough weekend for us,”
Antone said. “Not necessarily because we
played bad, but because things just didn’t go
our way and we are used to things going our
way.”
The weekend kicked off the start of a
three-week stretch where Western will play
nine conference games before the start of
the Sun Belt tournament on May 12.
With the schedule winding down, Head
Coach Tyra Perry said conference wins are
becoming more important.
“I hope there is a sense of urgency to win
these remaining games,” Perry said. “We
still have a lot of opportunities out there, and
we just have to play well.”
Western will take a short break from
conference action to face off against
Morehead State in a doubleheader at 4
p.m. Wednesday at the WKU Softball
Complex. The second game will follow at
6 p.m.

in the Sun Belt Conference
standings after they were
swept this weekend.
Carter said he now realizes just how hard it is to win
on the road in the conference.
“Being on the road is always tough, but even more
so in the conference, because
it seems like there is more
at stake,” Carter said. “We
hoped to grind it out over the
weekend, but it just didn’t
work out.”
This week the Toppers
will look to get their momentum back as they get
rematches with both of their
in-state rivals — Kentucky
and Louisville. Western beat

the Wildcats this season but
fell to the Cardinals 7-6 last
Wednesday.
“In-state games are always big, but these are more
important with the struggles
we have been having,” Wells
said. “We have to get these
wins.”
Carter said winning this
week is more important than
ever.
“We have to prove we
were deserving of that top20 ranking, and what better
way to do that than to beat
two high quality in-state
schools?” Carter said.
Western will face Kentucky at 6 p.m. Tuesday at
the Bowling Green Ballpark.
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REFORM
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Todd Stewart, associate athletics director for
communications,
said
Western officials consulted as many studentrun groups on campus as
they could — including
the SGA and Greek organizations — in making
decisions about the new
policy.
The result, Stewart

TOWN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Toppers have been
in the top 25 for most of
the season, and the Hot
Rods provide a look at
some players who may
one day reach the big
leagues.
Both
organizations
will cross paths for the
first time Tuesday night,
when Western hosts Kentucky at the Hot Rods’
Bowling Green Ballpark
at 6 p.m.
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said, is a healthy dialogue between various
student groups and Athletics.
“It was going on to
some extent prior to this,
but certainly not to the
extent that it is now,”
Stewart said. “That will
continue. This isn’t like
a closed case.”
Since he was elected
SGA president for the
2010-2011 school year,
Jessie said he’s been in
constant contact with

Athletics in particular —
a welcomed change after
what he went through
last fall.
“Athletics has been
really close,” Jessie said.
“They’ve been really
open about meeting and
asking us about the new
things going on, so I feel
better this time around
because the decision
wasn’t just up the Hill.
It was all over the place,
and they asked for input
all over the campus.”

Finwood said the two
teams don’t get much
chance to interact because
of continuous schedule
conflicts, but he wants to
keep the door open for future partnerships.
“The Hot Rods have
been great to work with so
far,” he said. “We’re trying to help each other out
and make this more of a
baseball town. Certainly
having them in town is
helping out with that.”
Williams said he also
sees both teams’ success
as a boost to the commu-

nity.
He said he’s also heard
good things about the
Little League and high
school programs in the
area, and that more good
baseball is always a positive thing.
“Both programs are
doing well, and this is a
beautiful place to see a
baseball game,” Williams
said. “It can’t do anything but help when you
have two programs doing
well for those that want
to come out and watch a
game.”

Voice Your Opinion
Here’s your chance to
have an input into
the future of parking
at WKU.

Drawings will be held
for
gift cards.

$25

See website for details.
www.wku.edu/transportation

WKUHERALD.COM

Western vs. Kentucky
6 p.m. tonight at the BG
Ballpark, coverage at

WKUHERALD.COM
04.20.10
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TAILGATING POLICY

Communication sparks tailgating reform
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Student Government Association
President-elect Colton Jessie wasn’t
yet a member of the SGA’s executive
branch when Western officials sent a
message to football tailgaters to keep
off the grass last fall.
He was, however, alarmed with the
changes made in tailgating policy after
attending a forum on the matter.
“A bunch of faculty, staff and students went to it and they didn’t really
take any suggestions,” Jesse said.
That one-sided communication
seems to have lasted through the Toppers’ 0-12 2009 season, as Athletics

Director Wood Selig said the tailgating
changes announced last Thursday were
three to four months in the making.
Selig said the changes last fall —
which came about after a muddy experience on Central Arkansas game
day — needed to be made at the time
to save money and keep campus green.
But he added that administrators knew
more would have to be done before
next season.
“They were swift measures and appeared to be — from some people’s
vantage point — somewhat of an overcorrection,” Selig said. “I think we all
knew last year after we made the decision that we were going to revisit
the decision at the end of the season

and come up with something new for
2010.”
The new policy gives students an
exclusive tailgating and picnic area
at the top of the hill in the commuter
lots near 14th and Center streets. Those
tailgaters still wanting to park on grass
can do so for $100 a season.
When Indiana comes to Bowling Green on Sept. 18 for the Toppers’ home opener, fans will have
their choice of 25 tailgating and
picnic locations within a half mile
of Houchens-Smith Stadium — and
4,500 free parking spots within those
25 areas.

Tailgating policy highlights
■ Student tailgating and picnic areas are
near 14th and Kentucky streets.
■ $100 seasonal passes will be available to
park in the grass along University Boulevard.
■ Parking Structure 1 will be open for free
parking. Hilltopper Athletic Foundation
members will park in Parking Structure 2.
■ All parking outside of grassy areas and PS2
is free, meaning 4,500 free spots will exist
within a half mile of Houchens-Smith Stadium.
■ Students can set up in lots starting at 6
p.m. Friday. Anyone tailgating on lawns can
show up as early as 8 a.m.

SEE REFORM, PAGE 9A

FOOTBALL

BASEBALL

Toppers, Hot
Rods bring
'baseball
town' feel
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Bowling Green Hot Rods manager
Brady Williams was all set to transfer to
Western from Pasco-Hernando Community College in New Port Richey, Fla.,
in 1999.
“I heard through the grapevine that it
was a good program, it was on the rise
and it was a good place to play, and that
was where I was going to go,” he said.
Then the Boston Red Sox organization came calling.
Williams decided to pass on Western
in lieu of a professional career that year,
but he’s now getting an up-close look as
Head Coach Chris Finwood and the Toppers head into the home stretch of one
their most successful seasons ever.
“When I was playing at Pasco, it was
on the rise,” Williams said. “To where
it’s gotten to now, it’s pretty impressive
what he’s done to that program.”
Another person who’s been very close
to Western’s surge is former third baseman Wade Gaynor.
Gaynor, now with the West Michigan
Whitecaps, the Detroit Tigers’ Class A
affiliate, said he’s proud to have played
an integral role in building the Toppers’
new reputation.
“The results speak for themselves, and
I think a good baseball program is here
to stay at Western,” he said. “Obviously,
some years are going to be better than
others, but I think overall they’re turning into a little bit of a powerhouse in
the Sun Belt over the last half-decade.”

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Junior quarterback Matt Pelesasa grabs junior linebacker Ben Duvall’s face mask during the ﬁrst quarter of the Western’s Spring Game
Saturday at Houchens-Smith Stadium. The White Team beat the red team 47-16.

SEE TOWN, PAGE 9A

The First 15
Spring Game completes ﬁrst practices of Taggart's tenure
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

With his first batch of spring practices done, Head
Coach Willie Taggart and the Toppers have a chance to
look back and judge how much improvement was made
in four weeks of camp.
By NCAA rules, teams are only allowed 15 practices
in the spring. And although Taggart said he wishes his
team could have been on the field more, he was still able
to see improvement from day one up until last Saturday’s Spring Game.
“Our guys are starting to learn how we want things
done,” he said. “They’re starting to learn our offense and

they understand how we want them to play the game —
with a lot of excitement and a lot of emotion. I’m really
optimistic about our football team.”
Much of spring practice was focused simply on new
coaches and players getting used to each other, as only
two coaches from last year’s team remained on staff.
But the rest of practice was spent learning Taggart’s
West Coast offense and 4-3 defense.
Junior quarterback Matt Pelesasa said he was happy
about how well the Toppers grasped the new offense,
ending with the Red and White team offenses combining
for 679 total yards in the Spring Game.
SEE FIRST, PAGE 8A

BASEBALL

Toppers look to break slump
against in-state rivals
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

The Western baseball team stands in the dugout last Wednesday during its game against the
Louisville Cardinals. Western lost 7-6.

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

After a 26-7 start, the Toppers’ season
quickly went downhill last week.
Western entered ranked No. 19 in the
nation but is now unranked after losing
five of their last six games, capped off by
a sweep by Florida Atlantic last weekend.
Sophomore center fielder Kes Carter insists the slump is just a bump in the road.
“It was definitely the worst part of the
year so far, but we are still upbeat and confident,” Carter said.
Three of the Western’s four losses last
weekend were by one run. Senior pitcher
Shane Cameron said the losses can be attributed to both the offense and the de-

fense.
“We did not get the clutch hits we have
been getting consistently this year, but at
the same time we did not do a good job of
pitching with two outs,” Cameron said.
In Friday’s loss to the Owls, the Toppers gave up eight runs with two outs.
Western has now given up at least seven
runs in five out of the last six games. The
team allowed seven runs only seven times
in the first 33 games.
Senior first baseman Jake Wells said the
Toppers weren’t as mentally prepared for
this weekend as they were during the rest
of the season, but he’s confident they’ll be
able to rebound.
SEE SLUMP, PAGE 9A
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CENSUS 2010
Western falls
behind in
census returns

U of L, 71%
Jefferson
County, 72%

UK, 53-63%
Fayette County, 69%

EKU, 53%

Kentucky, 72%

Madison County, 71%

WKU, 50%
Warren County, 74%
Graph: How Western compares to other select state schools. UK's campus is divided into two
neighborhoods and therefore has two numbers. Source: census.gov

By CRISTEN FRIDDELL
news@chherald.com

The 2010 Census form return
rate for Western’s campus is 50
percent, according to the census
Take 10 Map Web site. The final
return rate for Western’s campus
was 54 percent after the 2000
census.
Bowling Green Mayor Elaine
Walker said those rates are a
problem.
“Students are adults,” she
said. “I think what’s important is
that they take responsibility. It’s
part of their civic duty. It only
happens once every 10 years.”
For every person who isn’t

Volunteers
weed out
cave plants
By KRISTEN SYNDER
news@chherald.com

Community members and Western students
gathered at Lost River Cave on Saturday for the
seventh annual Earth Day Invasive Plant Pull.
Bowling Green freshman Drew Mitchell, a
Lost River Cave employee, said that it’s important to remove the weeds because it crowds the
area for native wildflowers and animals.
He said that he’s seen a lot of student involvement during the event in recent years. They’ve
had many groups, such as biology classes, sororities and fraternities that come to help.
“We like to see students take pride in the park,
as well as community members,” Mitchell said.
He and Annie Holt, another cave employee,
were in charge of the plant pull.
About 50 volunteers pre-registered to get gifts
such as a T-shirt and water bottle, but many more
showed up to help throughout the day.
Holt said the event was one of the first mass
volunteer projects organized at Lost River Cave.
She said the event has grown every year, and
it’s not unusual for them to have 75 to 100 volunteers.
Holt said she thinks one cause of the growth
in volunteers is because the public has become
more environmentally conscious.
There are some places in the park where the
volunteers are just clearing re-growth from past
years, but there are other locations that have never been cleared of weeds, Mitchell said.
SEE PLANTS, PAGE 2B

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

counted, the city loses about
$2,000 in federal funding, Walker said.
Census forms were due on
April 16, but people can still mail
them in and be counted.
Currently, the national return
rate is 69 percent, according to the
Web site. After the 2000 census,
the return rate was 72 percent.
Students need to fill out census forms for where they are
living on April 1, instead of for
where their parents live or for the
town they consider home, Walker
said.
“It’s a law,” she said. “Not
filling out the form is a federal
crime.”

Walker said 2010 census
projections show that Bowling
Green’s population may be larger
than Owensboro's, so the results
could show that the city is the
third largest in Kentucky.
That could win some “bragging rights” for the city, she said.
Census data from 2008 estimates that Bowling Green’s
population was 55,097, which is
just 419 less than Owensboro’s
estimated population.
The data from the census is
used as a guide to where federal
money is distributed, according
to the Web site.

How to ﬁll our
your census
Anyone who hasn’t ﬁlled
out a 2010 census form still
has time. Here are some
ways to get a form:
■ Students who live on
campus can get a form to
ﬁll out from the front desk
of their dorm.
■ Anyone can call the local
census office at 392-3380
to request a form.

SEE CENSUS, PAGE 4B

WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

Graduate student ﬁnds love around globe
By WHITLEY TOBIN
diversions@chherald.com

“I’m in love with her,” said Jeremy Thompson, a graduate student
from New Lenox, Ill.
The love of which he spoke is not
a human. It’s not even tangible. His
love is for traveling the world.
Since 2001, Thompson has been
to nine areas of the world including
Paris, Tokyo, Taiwan and more recently Ghana.
That year, Thompson decided
law school wasn’t for him.
“My dad gave me three days
to decide what I wanted to do,”
Thompson said.
While he was working on his
bachelor’s degree at Southern Illinois University, he lived in an international dorm where he befriended
a student named David Ho.
Ho was adamant about getting
Thompson to travel. Within two
days of leaving law school, he already had a job teaching English in
Shinchu, Taiwan, working for Ho’s
parents.
Thompson never had Najjar
Abdul-Musawwir as a professor at
SIU, but because he was involved in
campus activities, Abdul-Musawwir
was drawn to him.
“He definitely reflects the Obama
Era,” Abdul-Musawwir said. “He’s
young, he approaches learning with
an eager mind and he doesn’t travel
for the tourism, but a desire to seek
knowledge.”
They keep in touch, talking to

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Jeremy Markeith Thompson, 32, is a graduate student from New Lenox, Ill., that is
set to graduate in May after studying public administration at Western for the past
two years. He worked as a graduate teaching associate last semester. He created and
taught “University Experience — The African-American Experience,” which was for
black ﬁrst-generation college students. Before coming to Western, Thompson spent
eight years working in the U.S. and Canada as a ﬂight attendant.

each other at least once a month.
wan in January 2002, he’s been back
Thompson worked as a domestic five times, each time staying for a
flight attendant, meaning he only month.
worked in the United States. Al“Taiwan holds a special place in
though he got free flights, he paid my heart,” Thompson said. “I was in
for the other parts of the trip out- a foreign land, and it was either sink
of-pocket.
or swim. Apparently I swam.”
“While I was in undergrad, the
Thompson said he learned lespeople in my dorm kept telling me sons in manhood in Taiwan because
they wanted me to learn more about he decided to leave his comfortable
the world,” he said.
surroundings in the U.S.
He took their advice and has
spent his last two Christmases in
Taiwan. Since his first trip to Tai- SEE LOVE, PAGE 4B
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PLANTS
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

“A lot of the walls of the
bluffs are covered with invasive plants, and they have
never been cleared, so those
are very difficult, and it takes
someone who’s willing to take
risks to clear them,” he said.
Holt says she knows they’ll
never completely get rid of
the weeds, but she does have a
goal in mind for future years.
She said she’d like for them
to be able to pull the weeds
from every part of the cave so
that the group can concentrate
on managing the re-growth.
Shelbyville senior Stacey
Marshall said that last year her
sorority, Omega Phi Alpha,

went to the cave for a retreat
and had a lot of fun, so she recruited some of her friends to
volunteer at the event.
“Its important to get out the
plants that don’t belong, but I
also really enjoy being outdoors,
and I had a lot of fun,” she said.
Nick Lawhon, a senior
from Gallatin, Tenn., works
as a tour guide at Lost River
Cave, but he was at the event
to volunteer.
As an environmental science major, he said he understands the importance of the
plant pull.
“It’s a big problem. There
aren’t enough people that work
here to get it done if people
don’t get involved,” Lawhon
said. “We can keep the park
looking like it’s supposed to.”

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Chelsea Gibson, a senior at Lighthouse Academy, pulls harmful plants from the ground near Lost River Cave on
Saturday in honor of Earth Day, which is April 22.

Honey of a Deal From PTS

Stop by our table on
Earth Day, April 22
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270-745-2653

Alex Marks:Classiﬁeds Manager
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Book fair offers
local showcase
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By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

Hundreds of people crowded the
Carroll Knicely Conference Center on
Saturday to look for books and meet
their authors.
The 12th annual Southern Kentucky
Book Fest took place this weekend,
showcasing authors from all over the
region and nation.
About 135 authors representing all
genres were at the book fest this year,
said Ashley Fowlkes, assistant director
of the Warren County Public Library,
one of the organizations that hosts the
event.
The book fest is a joint effort of
the public library, WKU Libraries and
Barnes and Noble Booksellers, Fowlkes said.
The three groups come together for
several other events throughout the
year, including bringing authors to local schools and having used book sales,
but the book fest is their premier event
every year, Fowlkes said.
“The goal of our partnership is to
encourage literacy, and we want to do
that by bringing the folks that make the
books here,” she said.
The groups also hope to promote
reading and make it a lifetime habit for
people, Fowlkes said.
Short story author Chris Holbrook
was at the event promoting his second
book, “Upheaval.”
He lives in Eastern Kentucky and is
inspired by his experiences when writing, he said.
Holbrook said he’s only been to one
other book fest in the past year, and
they were both worthwhile.
“I don’t think a lot of us sell many
books, but it’s nice to get out there and
meet other writers,” he said.
Local high schooler Morgan Coomes
said this was her first time coming to

The goal of our partnership is to encourage
literacy, and we want
to do that by bringing
the folks that make
the books here."

TANNER CURTIS/HERALD

From right, Author Patti Lacy of Normal, Ill., talks with Cristi Pruitt and Sherry White, both of
Bowling Green, at the Southern Kentucky Book Fest at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center
Saturday.

—ASHLEY FOWLKES
Warren County Public Libraries
assistant director

the book fest.
She’s an avid reader who reads
mostly fiction, she said.
Coomes said she bought the book
“There Are No Words” by Mary Calhoun Brown, which is about a girl who
has autism.
She said she was drawn to the book
because of its message of diversity.
Hilton Airell and Mary Ann Percy,
both residents of Franklin, Tenn., also
attended the book fest.
Percy said they both read and write a
lot, and that she comes every year.
“It adds another layer when you get
to meet the author,” Percy said.
Airell said it was his first time at
the book fest, and he was looking for
books that spoke to him.
He said one book he bought was
Michael Reisman’s “Simon Bloom:
The Gravity Keeper,” a science fiction
novel about a boy who can control the
laws of physics.
Airell said he had a great time getting to meet and talk to so many authors.
“It was like meeting God or a rock
star,” he said.
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WKU Greek Week 2010
April 18 - April 24
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Keep up with Greek Week events at
www.wkuherald.com or on Twitter
using the #WKUGreeks hashtag.

      CERES 


 

Follow the activities all
week on Twitter by using
the #WKUGreeks hashtag!
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FIRST MONTH FREE!!! CENSUS
ABC SELF STORAGE

CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Student Summer Special!
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6th Annual Gaines Lecture Series

Multimedia at 2 A.M.

It’s also a guide for apportioning of seats in the
U.S. House of Representatives, and it allows federal money to go where it
is most needed, according
to the Web site.
Data from the census
will also be used to determine budgets for new
schools and programs, according to the Web site.
Dorms across campus
have encouraged students
to fill out the census form
with incentives such as
potlucks and ice cream
socials.
Omaha, Neb., freshman

Ramona Sudbeck said she
thought that the form was
really easy to fill out.
“I mean, there were
no intrinsic questions on
there,” she said with a
laugh.
Carmel, Ind., sophomore Kristen Smith said
she didn’t like the question
about race on the form.
“Some of my friends
didn’t know what to put,
because they didn’t really
fit in a category,” she said.
But Smith said filling
out every other part of the
census from was simple.
“It was really easy —
six questions,” she said.
Local census officials
couldn’t be reached for
comment.

LOVE
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

“I’m so in love with
her, she was my first international kiss,” Thompson
said. “Whenever I leave I
get emotional. She loved
me in a way that I never
knew another country
could.”
While Thompson will
never deny his love for
Taiwan, he learned another valuable lesson from
Ghana.
Thompson said it was
important to connect with
his origins to get a better
understanding of himself.
“When you’re openminded and accepting of
different things it allows

you to grow in ways you
didn’t think possible,”
Thompson said. “I think
that’s what life is about.”
Thompson said he
wants to inspire others to
explore the world because
traveling shows people
who they are supposed to
be and forces them to create their own paths.
Madisonville
junior
Kameron McNeal, who
has known Thompson for a
year, said he sees Thompson making an impact on
the world through his travels.
“Once people see the
influence you can have on
people in the world, it will
put them in a position to
view their own opportunity,” McNeal said.

Lessons in late nights, creativity and interactive storytelling
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■ NEWS BRIEF
Former employee
asked for more
information in
harassment claim

A former Western employee who’s suing Western has 30 days to provide
more information about
her claim.
Gina Brown, former
director of development
for Athletics, filed suit on
March 19, claiming she
had been harassed and
treated unfairly because
of her gender, race and
age.
Earlier this month,
Western filed a motion
asking for a more definitive statement from
Brown.
The motion stated that
Brown’s complaint didn’t
provide enough details
about her harassment.
On Monday, a Warren
Circuit Court judge granted Western’s motion, said
Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel,
in an e-mail.
—Laurel Wilson

Interim VP for
enrollment named

An interim has been
named to fill Dean Kahler’s position of associate
vice president for Enrollment Management when
he leaves later this month.
Kahler will leave on
April 26 to become the executive director of Navitas
at Western, according to an
e-mail from Barbara Burch,
provost and vice president
for Academic Affairs.
Burch sent an e-mail to
faculty and staff Monday
announcing Dale Brown as
the interim associate vice
president for Enrollment
Management.
Brown, who served
nine years as the superintendent of Warren County
Public Schools, came to
Western in January as a
professional-in-residence
in the department of Educational Administration,
Leadership and Research,
according to the e-mail.
A national search has
already started for Kahler’s
replacement, according to
the e-mail.
—Laurel Wilson

“Bring this coupon in for 1/2 off
your service fee ($100 savings!)”
Valid until April 9, 2010
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Church looks to get closer with campus
By HANNA DEMIRJIAN
diversions@chherald.com

Jim Martin, a retired horticulture professor at Western,
remembers when he became a
member of the Unitarian Universalist church in 2001.
“I felt a sense of community and a sense of intellectual
and spiritual stimulation I had
never felt before in a religious
environment,” Martin said.
“I knew almost from the first
visit that this was the place for
me.”
Now, Martin is part of the
effort of Unitarian Universalist Church of Bowling Green,
located at 2033 Nashville
Road, to build a closer association with Western faculty
and staff and recently formed
a young-adult group.
Katrina Phelps, an active
member of the church, serves
on the Campus UU committee
and works with students.
“The students are really
passionate about exploring
spiritual diversity and finding
meaningful ways to make the
world a better place,” Phelps
said.
The students want to gain a
stronger understanding of personal faith and encourage others on campus to do the same,
she said.
Martin said the goal of the
campus group is to make others aware of this “faith opportunity.”
“Our new religious exploration building with its large
community room will provide
more than adequate facilities for all sorts of activities,”

KELLY LAFFERTY/HERALD

Members and visitors of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Bowling Green come together to hold hands and sing “Let There Be Peace on Earth” to
close the service last Sunday.

Martin said.
Unitarian Universalism has
Jewish-Christian roots but
doesn’t advocate a specific
belief system, according to the
Web site for the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregation. Instead, the church
advocates that individuals
search for “advancing truth.”

The Unitarian Universalist
church in Bowling Green was
established in 1963 and hired
Peter Connolly, as its first
minister, in August 2009.
“We have gotten to the size
where we needed a minister,”
Connolly said. “There can
be more unity in the sermons
now.”

Capital University Law School

PARALEGAL
SUMMER PROGRAM

The Paralegal Summer Program offers students a challenging
blend of legal theory and practical, hands-on skills training
that prepares graduates to assume their role as leaders
in the legal
g and business communities.

Premier provider of paralegal education
for over a quarter of a century.
Fourteen-week certiﬁcate program
for four-year college graduates

Starting May 8, 2010
Capital University Law School
Paralegal Program Ofﬁce
303 E. Broad Street
614-236-6885
QBSBMFHBM!MBXDBQJUBMFEVtXXXMBXDBQJUBMFEV
Information also available on our
Life Care Planner and Evening Paralegal programs
Approved by the American Bar Association

wkuherald.com
It's free. What else do you want?

The sermons, which are open
to discussion at the end, are
on many subjects ranging from
ethical eating to social justice.
In 2009, the church incorporated
different
religious practices by celebrating
Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Hanukkah.
Connolly said the Bowling

Green church is growing rapidly in terms of student participation.
More students have attended the church this year than
ever before, he said.
Services at the church are
at 11 on Sunday mornings, and
refreshments are served after
the sermon.

6b

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

APRIL 20, 2010

Campus-Wide
Earth Day Festival - Recyclemania - Big Red’s Bike Program
& One Group
We Have A Member On The Sustainability Committee
& We Have A Member On The Sustainability Purchases Committee
Fresh Food Company
Tray-less Dining - Use Of WKU Gardening Crew Herb Garden
Pre-Consumer Organic Composting
Java City
Fair-trade And Organic Coffees - Reusable Mugs
Coffee Grounds Are Composted By The WKU
Gardening Crew In Campus Gardens
Recycles Plastic Smoothie/Milk Containers
Freshens
Use 100% Compostable Cups (For Smoothies And Ice Cream)
Recycles Plastic Smoothie/milk Containers
Natural And Organic Snacks
Einstein Bros. Bagels
All Fair Trade Coffee
Convenience Stores
Organic Foods/Natural Foods - Eco-friendly Cleaning Supplies
All Locations
Recycle Used Cooking Oil - Use Eco-cleaning Products
Use Eco-friendly Napkins
Business & Marketing Offices
Uses A Local “Green Printer” For Printing Our
Promotional Materials, Using Recycled Paper And Soy Inks.
Uses Recycled Copy Paper - Recycles Printer Cartridges

ARAMARK Corp.
Sustainable Food Practices - Buying Locally - Green Cleaning
Energy & Water Management Programs
Waste Stream Management - Waste Reduction
Responsible Procurement - Purchasing From Other
Eco-conscience Businesses
Green Buildings - Integrating Energy Efficient And Environmentally
Friendly Construction In New Building Projects.
Transportation - In 2007 35% Of Fleet Vehicles Were Hybrid Or Flex Fuel.

FOR More info please visit

http://www.involvedevolving.com

